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“PICNIC IN JULY” RALLY PHOTO MEMORIES 

Bean Bag Baseball 2nd Place 

Bean Bag Toss 1st Place Winners - 

Earl McPeak & Roberta Williams Bean Bag Toss 2nd Place - 

Ken Edwards & Phyllis 

Reinholtz  

Bean Bag Toss 

4th Place - 

Tom Williams 

& Patricia  

Domingo 

50/50 Raffle Winners with Ed Allen and Danny Quarisa 

Marilyn Palmer - $400  Nancy Kennedy - $130  Helen Miller - $200  

Bean Bag Toss 

3rd Place - 

Danny Quarisa 

& Bert Harding  
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“PICNIC IN JULY” RALLY NEWS 

RALLY REPORT 

by Ed and Barb Allen, 

Tom and Roberta Williams 

Rally Co-hosts 
The “PICNIC IN JULY” Rally 

was held at Sunset Lakes Resort at 
Joslin, Illinois from July 6 through 

July 10, 2009. The rally began with a 
hors d’oeuvres potluck and an intro-
duction of the rally co-hosts Ed and 
Barb Allen, and Tom and Roberta 
Williams. There were 40 motor 
homes present at the start and one 
joined us on Wednesday. Each of the 
attendees received a gift insulated 
carrying case equipped with the ne-
cessities for a picnic. 

Tuesday started with a wonder-
ful breakfast furnished by the resort 
staff. During the day the participants 
had their radiators checked, played 
bean bag games and were given vital 
maintenance tips from a Caterpillar 
dealer representative. The women 
had a seminar, given by Janet Sad-
lack, for their microwave-convection 
ovens, complete with recipes and 
tasty samples. After a great dinner 
we enjoyed entertainment by a DJ. 
Many participants got involved in 
the entertainment with Karaoke. 

Wednesday we explored the 
Quad Cities area. Highlights of the 
day included the Chocolate Manor, 
John Deere displays and casinos. We 
gathered back at the resort for social 

hour and another fantastic meal. That 
evening, participants shared their 
experiences in the Quad Cities. 
Those touring the area experienced a 
very hard rain storm that lasted most 
of the day but did not slow the quest 

for fun. 
 Thursday morning we 
had a very exciting bean bag 
tournament. The afternoon 
started with a men’s mainte-
nance seminar on electrical sys-
tems and the changing fuel sys-
tems at Caterpillar, presented by 
Tom Williams and Ed Allen.  
 The women’s ‘How To 
Seminar,’ conducted by Roberta 
Williams, provided great ideas 
to solve problems experienced 

by motor home travelers. That after-
noon the Caterpillar dealer, Altorfer, 
returned with items ordered on Tues-
day. Then came the bean bag base-
ball tournament. Participants really 
got into it - including a challenge 
from the 2nd and 3rd place winners. It 
was a good challenge with one inci-
dent causing our President to be 
evicted from the game by the referee 
(this was all in fun and pre-planned). 
There was a lot of cheering and en-
thusiasm generated throughout the 
baseball games. The 3rd place team 
defeated the 2nd place team and won 
the well earned prize of a candy bar. 

Thursday evening began with a 

unique social hour. Talented enter-
tainers from the Mystery Theatre 
arrived to mix with rally participants. 
They really got participants in-
volved . . . sometimes out of control 
and were surprised at the characters 
in our group. None of us solved the 
mystery so the detective pointed out 
clue details we overlooked. We were 
surprised by the mystery solution. 
What a performance by both the en-
tertainers and our rally participants! 

Friday began with a fine break-
fast. Then it was time for friends to 
part company. 

We will see you at the spring 
rally in Texas. Our “ROUND-UP IN 
AMARILLO” will be March 8-12, 
2010. Make your reservations early 
(for a fee discount!) and join us 
again for more fun and fellowship 
with the Caterpillar RV CLUB. 

Issue 12/August 2009 

The CAT RV CLUB NEWSLET-
TER is published two times a year 
by The CAT RV CLUB, 3590 
Round Bottom Road, Cincinnati, OH 
45244-3026. The Newsletter Editors 
are Jeanne and Lee Zaborowski, who 
can be contacted by calling 515 708-
3391 or online-leezabo@gmail.com. 
Photographs for this issue were gen-
erously provided by Helen Miller 
and Marcie Quarisa. The editors re-
serve the right to edit, shorten, or 
modify any material submitted. Re-
production in whole or in part, in-
cluding photocopy, except for per-
sonal use, is prohibited without the 
expressed written permission of the 
publishers. The CAT RV CLUB is 
not responsible for any liability aris-
ing from errors, omissions, or mis-
takes contained in the newsletter, 
and readers should proceed cau-
tiously, especially with respect to 
technical information. 

Mindy Boyam, from the Mayo Clinic, 

was presented a check by Ed Allen & 

Danny Quarisa for $1,460, raised from 

our ‘50/50 Raffle’ donations to help 

with Alzheimer's' Research.  

Suzie Adcock presents Rally  

Masters with CAT door mats. 
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CHAPTER MINUTES, BOWLING GREEN, OHIO 

car rate to attend each rally & pay 
Rally/FMCA convention fees for 
voting Board members attending a 
Rally &/or FMCA convention. No 
reimbursement was proposed for the 
Nominating Committee or appointed 
positions. That motion was effective 
immediately and approved. Our 
Club’s financial situation compelled 
officers to voluntarily reduce their 
compensation. 

Don moved to amend last years 
motion to say, beginning in 2010, the 
mileage allowance be reduced from 
29 cents a mile to 15 cents a mile for 
the most involved officers 
(President, VP Membership, VP 
Rally Coordinator and Treasurer). 
Mileage will be paid once for dual 
officer occupancy in a coach & the 
Club will pay 50% of registration 
costs for voting Board members at-
tending Rally/FMCA conventions. 
The Parliamentarian & Nominating 
Committee Chairman will be com-
pensated for parking fees to attend 
the CAT RV Club Pre-rally Board 
Meeting. The Parliamentarian will be 
compensated 50% of the FMCA 
convention fee for attending the 
Semi-Annual Business Meetings. 
There was a second to the motion. 
Discussion followed. The question 
was raised why all voting officers 
were not paid mileage. It was ex-
plained that current officers were 
amenable to that condition. The 
question was called. A standing vote 
of attendees approved the motion. 
4.   Al & Bobbi Vormittag will be 
submitting a proposal to charge the 
club $200 for managing future rally 
games & events. 
5.   A proposal that all voting offi-
cers receive mileage compensation 
was presented. Following a discus-
sion, a vote was taken, the motion 
was not approved. The President said 
we will review compensation in the 
future. 

Continues on page 9 

President recognized Hillsdale co-
Rally Masters, Tom and Roberta 
Williams. 

Al Vormittag, National Director, 
reported on the meeting of the 
FMCA Governing Board. New Na-
tional Officers were elected and sev-
eral cost cutting proposals were im-
plemented. Of significance is the 
need to increase membership. 

Dick Jones, VP Inventory, an-
nounced that there are still items on 
display for sale at the convention. 

VP Membership, Ken Carpenter, 
announced the electronic newsletter 
has arrived. We will be getting a 
monthly eNewsletter through our 
web site and a printed Newsletter 
twice a year. He has researched our 
member base - we have 1,116 active 
members & about 1,019 of those 
have email capability. Approxi-
mately 500 members have signed up 
to receive electronic newsletters. 

Old Business. None. 
New Business 

1.   President Quarisa announced that 
115 Caterpillar dealers have commit-
ted to RV services and urged mem-
bers to support them. 
2.   Election of officers whose terms 
expire in odd numbered years was 
next. Submitted by the nominating 
committee were Julie Lauderdale for 
Senior Vice President, Dick Jones 
for Vice President of Inventory, 
Kathé Letulle for Treasurer, and 
Kathé Letulle for Alternate National 
Director. There were no nominations 
from the floor and all candidates 
were approved by voice vote. 
3.   President Quarisa discussed cost 
cutting steps proposed at the Board 
meeting in Hillsdale. One proposal is 
to reduce officer compensation. He 
called on Don Tallman to present the 
original proposal & new proposal. 

The motion made at the July 15, 
2008 St Paul, MN meeting called for 
giving the most involved officers a 
mileage allowance of half the IRS 

JULY 21, 2009 MINUTES 

by Joe Hipp 
The meeting was called to order 

by President Danny Quarisa, at 5:35 
p.m. Kathé Letulle led the prayer; 
Don Tallman led the Pledge of Alle-
giance. The President introduced 
officers attending: Starr Saam, Par-
liamentarian; Kathé Letulle, Treas-
urer & Alternate National Director; 
Marcie Quarisa, VP Rally Coordina-
tor; Ken Carpenter, VP Membership; 
Joe Hipp, Secretary; Dick Jones, VP 
Inventory; & Al Vormittag, National 
Director. Danny introduced George 
Saam (Nominating Committee). 

The President thanked Earl 
McPeak for running the 50/50 Rally 
Raffle. The supported charity was 
the Mayo Alzheimer Research Insti-
tute, which was presented with a 
check for $1,460. A question was 
raised from the floor concerning the 
club match of money given to the 
drawing winners. Kathé Letulle re-
sponded that the Club, being a non-
profit organization, is monitored by 
the IRS on fiscal reports. Charitable 
giving from Club funds insures we 
maintain our non-profit status. 

President Quarisa called for any 
additions or corrections to the Perry, 
GA minutes business meeting. A 
motion to approve was made (Rich 
Shamory), seconded, and passed. 

Kathé Letulle (Treasurer) re-
ported our beginning January 1, 
2009 balance was $73,987.91. In-
come to date is $25,976.42.  Expen-
ditures to date are $51,919.32. Our 
to-date balance is $48,045.31. Num-
bers will change once accruals are 
recorded to reflect current rallies. 

VP Rally Coordinator, Marcie 
Quarisa, reported on rallies for 2010. 
The winter rally will be at Oasis RV 
Park, Amarillo, TX. The summer 
rally will be at Pacific Shores Resort, 
Newport, OR. Rally masters are 
needed for the Newport rally. The 
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YOUR BOARD IN ACTION! 

50%. Area VP’s also had their 
budget reduced. 
♦ Reports will now be sent by email, 
saving on postage and printing fees.  
♦FMCA staff have taken a 10% cut 
in pay. 
• Mail forwarding will go up to 
$10 a month. 
• The Governing Board voted on a 
travel stipend for traveling expenses 
of $130 for the voting Govern-
ing Board members who attend both 
the morning and afternoon Govern-
ing Board meeting. 
•  Snacks and spouses lunches  
 will be cut from future Governing 
Board Meetings. 
• A proposal to have a mail ballot for 
National officers was voted down. 

Out of 105,000 members of 
FMCA, 65% do not belong to any 
chapters. It is important that we try 
to recruit new members into FMCA 
and our chapters. We all know how 
many friends we have made because 
of being in FMCA and wouldn’t 
have met if we didn’t belong to the 
chapters. Please contact me if you 
have any questions or comments at  
<abv24theroad@gmail.com>. 

 
 

MESSAGE FROM OUR 

PRESIDENT 

by Danny Quarisa 
 We held our annual summer 

business meeting at FMCA in Bowl-
ing Green. We elected new officers 
for a 2 year term. The results of the 
election for these offices are: 
Sr. Vice President   
Julie Lauderdale 
VP of Inventory   
Dick Jones  
Treasurer   
Kathé Letulle 
Alternate National Director 

Kathé Letulle 
 Nominating Committee:  
Brent Lauderdale, Bob Bitler, Derrel 
Letulle, & George Saam 
 Congratulations, I am ex-
cited and looking forward to work-
ing with all of you! 

NOMINATING COMMIT-

TEE REPORT 

by Brent Lauderdale 
 We will be voting for four 
positions in Redmond, OR at the 
FMCA Summer 2010 Conven-
tion. Refer to CAT RV Club Chapter 
Bylaws for qualifications. If you are 
interested in any of these posi-
tions, please send me your resume  
(jbminv@hotmail.com) so I can for-
ward it to the other nominating com-
mittee members for review: 
* President 
* Vice President - Rally Coordinator 
* Secretary 
* National Director 

NATIONAL DIREC-

TOR’S REPORT 

by Alfred Vormittag 
Monday July 20, 2009 the 

FMCA Governing Board met with 
422 National Directors attending out 
of a possible 501. The meeting 
started at 9:00 A.M. and ended at 
8:35 P.M. 

Four new National officers were 
elected: 
 President-    Charlie Schrenkel 
 Vice President-  Judie Czarsty 
 Secretary-    Joanne Durbin 
Treasurer-    Will Young 

There will be an $800,000 deficit 
in the upcoming budget for FMCA 
but we have eight million dollars in 
reserve. Some of the issues that were 
discussed and decided upon in the 
meeting were: 
• Medex will be in effect for 
another year for $500,000. 
• The budget for National Officers 
and Executive Board was reduced by 

eNEWSLETTER! 

by Jeanne and Lee 

Zaborowski 
In our last Newsletter, President 

Danny Quarisa reported that “In to-
day’s communications environment, 
many organizations like ours are 
moving to an online way of commu-
nicating with its members. If we 
continued with the newsletter, but 
also provided it online you would 
actually be able to see it bigger and 
in more detail, and the information 
would be more current.” 

The first CAT RV CLUB 
eNewsletter should reach many of 
you online during August & not du-
plicate contents of this print issue but 
report news and events (with lots of 
photographs) that have happened 
since this print issue. The eNewslet-
ter will come out monthly, at no ad-
ditional cost to you. 

We have e-mail addresses for 
about 50% of the active membership 
who agreed to accept the eNewsletter 
online. We need to go through this 
process so each of your computers 
will not reject the eNewsletter as 
SPAM. We need to hear from the 
rest of you about receiving the 
eNewsletter. If you don’t receive an 
eNewsletter in August you should e-
mail our VP Membership Ken Car-
penter at - 
<catrvclubmembership@gmail.com> 
to get your e-mail address on the 
eNewsletter distribution data-base. 
For the time being the CLUB will 
produce both this print Newsletter 
and the eNewsletter. 

Occasionally you will see e-
mails from the CLUB - called 
‘eBlasts’ - short items of very time 
sensitive information. Many of you 
already saw the first eBlast, which 
was the early registration deadline 
information for the Hillsdale Rally. 

If you have a question, e-mail 
us at leezabo@gmail.com. 
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TREASURER’S REPORT 
    CAT RV CLUB INCOME/EXPENSE STATEMENT     
   GENERAL RALLY    GENERAL RALLY 

1/1/2009 Beginning Balance  73,987.91 15,685.63 58,302.28      
INCOME     EXPENSES     
2006 DUES   15.00 15.00   2009 FMCA Bowling Green, OH   242.78 242.78   

2007 CAT RV Repair Center         2009 FMCA Perry GA-Business Mtg   1,000.59 1,000.59   

    Accrual 5,000.00       2009 Rally Charleston, SC --         

    Funded -5,400.00           Beverage Supplies 213.78       

TOTAL 2007 CAT RV Repair Center   -400.00   -400.00     Beverages 632.26       

2007 DUES   15.00 15.00       Catering 9,312.45       

2008 CAT RV Repair Center             Contest 11.81       

    Accrual -1,800.00           Craft 570.00       

TOTAL 2008 CAT RV Repair Center   -1,800.00   -1,800.00     Decorations 92.06       

2008 DUES   90.00 90.00       Door Prizes 239.52       

2009 CAT RV Repair Centers             Entertainment 1,775.00       

    Contributions 7,200.00           Games 300.00       

TOTAL 2009 CAT RV Repair Centers   7,200.00   7,200.00     MISC -4.54       

2009 DUES   5,405.00 5,405.00       Pot Luck 91.16       

2009 Membership Fee   1,220.00 1,220.00       Projector Rental 300.00       

2009 Membership Reinstatement Fee   80.00 80.00       RV Parking Fees 5,835.00       

2009 Rally Charleston, SC             Welcome Package 5,036.83       

    Cancellation -2,100.00       TOTAL 2009 Rally Charleston, SC    24,405.33   24,405.33 

    CAT RV Center Contribution 5,400.00       2009 Rally Hillsdale, IL -         

    CAT RV Repair Center Accrual -12,000.00           Beverages 539.07       

    Rally Reduction Allocation -5,000.00           Bldg Rental 800.00       

    Registration Fees 9,251.00           Catering 5,786.28       

    RV Parking 555.00           Entertainment 1,175.00       

TOTAL 2009 Rally Charleston, SC   -3,894.00   -3,894.00     Gen Supplies 29.96       

2009 Rally Hillsdale, IL             Prizes 200.00       

    Cancellation -684.00           RV Parking 8,224.00       

    CAT RV Repair Center Accrual -3,000.00           Welcome Pkg 1.54       

    Registration Fee 8,426.42       TOTAL 2009 Rally Hillsdale, IL -   16,755.85   16,755.85 

TOTAL 2009 Rally Hillsdale, IL   4,742.42   4,742.42 2010 Rally Amarillo-Welcome Parking   6.42   6.42 

2010 DUES   450.00 450.00   2010 Rally Newport, OR-Camp Fee   200.00   200.00 

2010 Rally Amarillo, TX         Bank Charge   -5.00 -5.00   

    Accrual 4,400.00       Board Meeting   179.97 179.97   

    Contribution 1,500.00       Charity   2,543.12 2,543.12   

TOTAL 2010 Rally Amarillo, TX   5,900.00   5,900.00 Club Logo Bears - Inventory   77.00 77.00   

2010 Rally Summer         Club Logo Fanny Pack / Bottle-Inv   369.28 369.28   

    Accrual 4,400.00       Club logo shirt Inventory   -36.46 -36.46   

    Contribution 1,500.00       Credit Card Fees   1.95 1.95   

TOTAL 2010 Rally Summer   5,900.00   5,900.00 Electronic Correspondence   428.46 428.46   

2011 DUES   15.00 15.00   Foreign Exchange Adjustment   9.19 9.19   

2013 DUES   15.00 15.00   General Rally Expense   250.53 250.53   

Club Logo Bear Sales   32.00 32.00   Gifts Given   85.54 85.54   

Club Logo Bracket Sales   20.00 20.00   Mailing Fee   452.76 452.76   

Club Logo Egg Bracket Sales   206.00 206.00   Meals & Entertainment   52.31 52.31   

Club Logo Egg Sales   30.00 30.00   Newsletter   2,842.85 2,842.85   

Club Logo Fanny Pack and Bottle Sales   72.00 72.00   Office Expenses - Stamps   416.00 416.00   

Club Logo ID Holders   65.00 65.00   Office Supplies   201.41 201.41   

Club Logo Name Badge Sales   78.00 78.00   Office Supplies, Copying   329.60 329.60   

Club logo shirt Sales   520.00 520.00   Officer Rally Reimbursement         

TOTAL INCOME  25,976.42 8,328.00 17,648.42      FMCA 1,710.00       

          Mileage 4,212.01       

     TOTAL Officer Rally Reimbursement   5,922.01 5,922.01   

*The Hillsdale and FMCA Bowling Green     Badges 10.00       

Rallies have not been completed.      Other Inventory 28.44       

Accruals are not reversed and actuals     TOTAL Postage and Delivery   38.44 38.44   

are not recorded, this will increase the      Rally Fee Reduction Allocation   -5,000.00 -5,000.00   

General Fund and reduce the Rally Fund.     State Tax   20.00 20.00   

     Web Site   129.39 129.39   

     TOTAL EXPENSES  51,919.32 10,551.72 41,367.60 

     7.21.2009 Ending Balance  48,045.01 13,461.91 34,583.10 

 by Kathé Letulle 
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“Here’s the rally schedule for 
2010. Rallies afford us all an opportunity to get 
together, have some fun and learn the latest tips 
for maintaining our Cat Engines. Put these dates 
on your calendar and plan to get together with 
your CAT RV Club friends at as many of these 
rallies as you can.” 

Marcie Quarisa, VP Rally Coordinator 

Fill in the form and mail along with your check payable to the FMCA CAT RV CLUB. Orders must be prepaid! If you 
have a question, contact Dick Jones: E-mail - jones5128@sbcglobal.net; 309-697-9343 (home); 309-453-8817 (cell)  
 
His Name*_______________________________________ Her Name*______________________________________  
 
Street Address_____________________________________ City________________ State____________  ZIP _______ 
 
FMCA # with prefix and suffix________________________ Phone_____________  E-mail ______________________ 

Permanent Name Badges 
The Club has permanent, plastic name badges with 
magnetic clasps. Badges are imprinted with your name, 
city and state and FMCA #. The badges are in full color 
and include our Club Caterpillar logo. CLUB members/
spouses should mark the order form accordingly and 
mail a check for $24.00 (cost of 2 badges plus shipping) 
or add the badges to your purchase along with other 
items. (2 badges = 1 item) 
*Name badges will be printed EXACTLY as written 

above! 

 

The Logo Picnic Pack** 
This NEW item is a tremendous gift that was given to 
each coach attending the "Picnic in July" Rally. It was a 
real "crowd-pleaser." The CAT Picnic Pack is the per-
fect picnic or potluck accessory. The pack is 14 in. by 
19 in., has a zippered insulated pocket, sized to carry 
your favorite beverage or a casserole dish. The pack is 
complete with a fold-down pocket containing glasses, 
plates, flatware, bottle opener and napkins for two per-
sons. Ready to go on a moment's notice! 

Mail to: 

 

FMCA CAT RV Club 

Dick Jones - VP Inventory  

5128 Country Meadows Road  

Bartonville, IL 61607  

1 item   $  6.00 

2-4 items $10.00 

5+ items $13.00 

**Picnic 
    Pack 

$15.00 ea 

Shipping Charges 

RALLY SCHEDULE . . . CLUB MERCHANDISE 

Date Rally Site Rally Masters FMCA  

Mar 8-12, 
2010  

Oasis RV 
Resort, 

Amarillo, TX  

Brent & Julie 
Lauderdale 

Kathé & Derrel 
Letulle  

Albuquerque, 
NM 

Mar. 22-25, 2010 

Jul 28-
Aug. 1, 
2010 

Pacific 
Shores ODR 
Newport, OR 

Needed! 
Redmond, OR 

Aug. 11-14, 2010 

——--——––––——--————————————————————  cut here cut here ————————————————————––——————————----——––————   

CAT RV CLUB Merchandise AvailableCAT RV CLUB Merchandise Available   

Item Qty Price Ea Total 

Club “Egg”   $15.00   

Ladder Bracket   $10.00   

“Egg” & Bracket Combo   $20.00   

Logo Fanny Pack & Bottle   $18.00   

Logo Bear with                
Moveable Arms/Legs 

  $  8.00   

Logo Shirt [Circle your size(s)] 
SM   M   L   XL   2XL   3XL 

  $20.00   

Permanent Name Badges 
(magnetic clasp) 

  $  9.00   

Logo Picnic Pack **   $39.00   

Total # of Items      Sub-total   

 Shipping Charges   

   Order Total   



8 

TECH TALK & BOARD ACTIONS 
do), or switch out of economy mode. 
Be sure to switch back into economy 
mode when past the steep section, or 
agree to pump extra fuel in the tank. 

If your engine begins to over-
heat, your HP/weight ratio is low or 
if it irritates you to loose a few mph 
on a hill in the name of saving fuel, 
in the hills, by all means drive in 
regular mode.  
       It confuses me to hear people 
advocate driving in economy mode 
only on flat ground, as there is not 
1% difference in shift RPM's be-
tween regular and economy mode on 
flat ground, excepting accelerating 
from a stop if you use WOT. 
Every time you start the coach, the 
transmission is in regular mode. This 
is the default setting. If you push the 
mode button, it goes to "economy 
mode" and the light illuminates. 
There is no "absolute" on how much 
difference in fuel economy driving in 
economy mode will have. On flat 
ground where you will be in 6th gear 
irrespective of what mode you are in, 
there will be zero difference. The 
most difference in mileage will be in 
rolling hills, where in regular mode, 
particularly if in cruise control you 
will start up a hill in 6th gear, go to 
WOT in 6th gear, downshift to 5th 
gear still at WOT (where it is using 
a lot more fuel). After the hill is 
crested, the transmission will up-
shift to 6th, then likely coast a little 
in 6th gear (unless you are driving 
with the exhaust brake on - if you are 
the transmission then applies the ex-
haust brake and downshifts toward 
the pre-select gear which is generally 
either 2nd or 4th). And so on 6-5-6-
5-6-5-6-5 . . . 

A modern turbo inter-cooled 
diesel is much more efficient at low 
RPM high throttle settings. This is 
not my opinion. It is stated in those 
words in the Cat Owner's Manual!
 Note: In either mode, you 
are free (and welcome) to use the up 
and down arrows to proactively 
choose the correct gear. You can not  
 

screw anything up - even if you 
down-arrow to 1st gear at 70 mph, 
the transmission knows that you 
meant "downshift to the next lower 
gear as soon as the engine RPM will 
not exceed the pre-set amount. Then 
downshift again when safe . . ." 

Also, you can shift between 
regular and economy mode as often 
as you want with the transmission in 
any gear when you make the change. 

OPINION: I drive in economy 
mode 99% of the time, including in 
real mountains, but use the up and 
down arrows to choose the proper 
gear. I use regular mode only when I 
feel "I am willing to throw a lot of 
fuel away to gain a little perform-
ance." When passing on 2 lane roads, 
this is the case! 

ALLISON MODE BUT-

TON 

by Brett Wolfe 
There are two totally different 

“let the transmission choose the 

correct gear” modes/programs in 
the Allison ECU which is the 
"electronic brain" controlling shift-
ing and other functions. 

In ECONOMY MODE, the 
transmission won’t downshift even 
at ‘wide open throttle’ (WOT) until 
the engine pulls down to peak torque 
RPM in some application and 200 
RPM lower than "regular mode" in 
others. 

 In REGULAR MODE, the 
transmission will downshift much 
earlier (to maintain higher engine 
RPM). Only at higher throttle posi-
tions is there any difference, so on 
flat ground you will not notice any 
difference (except accelerating from 
a stop if you are at or close to wide 
open throttle). 

It can make a big difference in 
rolling hills. On rolling hills, using 
regular mode (particularly in cruise 
control), it is common for the trans-
mission to shift down to 5th on the 
uphill and up to 6th on the downhill. 
Repeat this process hundreds of 
times. In economy mode, you will 
stay in 6th gear unless the hill is so 
steep or so long that the engine can 
not pull it without dropping below 
peak torque RPM. If you can pull a 
hill in a higher gear (lower engine 
RPM) and the engine does not over-
heat, that is what Caterpillar rec-
ommends for the most economical 
way to climb a hill with a modern 
turbo, after-cooled diesel engine. 

If you know you will need a 
lower gear because of the steepness 
of the grade and/or engine tempera-
ture is rising higher than thermostati-
cally controlled temperature - if driv-
ing in economy mode use the down 
arrow to drop a gear (this is what I  

ALTERNATE NATIONAL 

DIRECTOR’S REPORT 
by Kathé Letulle 

 Other issues addressed at the 
long 13 hour Governing Meeting at 
FMCA, Bowling Green, Ohio were: 
♦  Approved for 2010 - A chapters 
voting representative who has regis-
tered for both morning and afternoon 
sessions of the Governing Board 
meeting will be reimbursed the 
amount of $130. The reimbursement 
will be based upon official atten-
dance records of the National Office. 
♦  Vendors will have the same hours. 
♦  Associate chapters will have 
7+ members but no governing board 
voting rights. 
♦  In 120 days, all National Directors 
will be voting on a dues increase of 5 
or 10 dollars per year. 
♦  Medex - A final panel Committee 
will review Medex or equal for fu-
ture FMCA benefit reporting back to 
the Executive Board 11/09 and Gov-
erning Board FMCA Redmond, OR 
August, 2010.    

We, your elected voices to 
FMCA will ensure that you the 
members of the CAT RV CLUB are 
duly informed of all actions of the 
FMCA Governing Board.  
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LADIES ROUNDTABLE & MEMBERSHIP RENEWAL 

 
LADIES ROUNDTABLE  

by Roberta Williams 
The CAT RV Engine Owners 

Rally at Sunset Lakes in Joslin, IL 
had two ladies seminars. The first 
was on ‘Cooking in the RV” led by 
Janet Sadlack of Microwave Con-
nections. She showed us how to ac-
tually use the microwave convection 
oven in our 
RVs. Janet 
scrambled 
eggs in sec-
onds, put to-
gether a Pan-
nekuchen (a 
pancake-type 
pastry) and a Blueberry Streusel Ku-
chen, all of which were absolutely 
delicious. 

Janet also did a salmon filet and 
the most delicious moist meatloaf 
along with steamed asparagus.  

To top it all off she made a quick 
and quite tasty spinach and artichoke 
pizza. What a different twist on 
pizza. All these items were available 
for sampling after the seminar. 

Questions were answered to the 
satisfaction of all. If you have not sat 
in on one of these cooking seminars, 
I recommend you do at upcoming 
rallies. You will be amazed and sat-
isfied with what you can do with 
your microwave convection oven. 

The second session was a round-
table conversation. We discussed and 
added to the many items that come 
up daily with our motorhomes such 
as what to do about smelly heads, 
keeping items on shelves while in 
motion, how to control those pesky 
bugs that like to bite and sting and 
keeping those rodents and ants from 
invading our privacy. Most of the 
items have been covered before but 
there were some new suggestions. 
□  Use Vodka to take up smelly pet 
mistakes. 
□  Use Listerine, undiluted, with 

some garlic added to keep the pesky 
bugs at bay. 
□  Add OdoBan (available at most 
big box retailers) to your head to 
keep aromas from coming into the 
RV. 
□  Microfiber cloths are wonderful 
for most any job you might encoun-
ter. Use them with just water to clean 
your windows, mirrors and to dry 

your shower after use. They even 
work better than a squeegee! 
□  We found that 20 Mule Team Bo-
rax is good for more than your laun-
dry. Sprinkle it around the tires of 
your rig when you park to keep the 
ants from invading. Use it on red ant 
hills to discourage them. 

Keep, the ideas and suggestions 
coming ladies. You all did a great 
job with all your suggestions and we 
thank you. 

 
 

MEMBERSHIP REPORT  

by Ken Carpenter 
VP Membership, Ken Carpen-

ter, reported the following member-
ship statistics to the Board following 
the Bowling Green, Ohio FMCA 
convention. 
♦  Total of 1,999 coach members 
(approximately 3,921 individuals) 
♦ 1,116 “active” coach members 
♦ 136 new coach members this 

year with 12 new members at 
Bowling Green, 27 of these are 
1st year free memberships. 

Membership Renewal Time 

The Club has identified two 
ways to make it easier for you to re-
new your membership. 

The first is a form in this News-
letter. To renew by mail go to the 
back cover of this Newsletter (page 
12) and follow the instructions. 

The second, which is new this 
year, provides an electronic payment 
option. The CAT RV Club has estab-
lished an account with PayPal so that 
members who choose to do so can 
make membership payments on line 
using major credit cards or a Pay-
Pal account. Go to the a PayPal link 
on the club website - 
  <catrvclub.org/membership.htm> 

If you have PayPal questions 
see the CLUB website for details. 

Members are reminded that 
FMCA can not and does not notify 
the club of mailing address or email 
address changes. These changes 
must be provided directly to the Club 
and may also be submitted at - 
  <catrvclub.org/membership.htm> 
or by sending them to:  
CAT RV Club 
3590 Round Bottom Rd 
Cincinnati, OH 45244-3026. 
 

Continued from page 4 

 

6.   The slate of candidates for 
Nominating Committee for 2010 
was presented: Bob Bittler, Brent 
Lauderdale, Derrel Letulle, and 
George Saam were nominated. 
There were no nominations from the 
floor & the nominating committee 
was approved by voice vote. 
7.   A comment from the floor that 
we should have an attorney look at 
using club funds to match the 50/50 
drawing was presented. No formal 
motion was made. 
    There being no other new busi-
ness there was a call for adjourn-
ment, move to adjourn (6:30 p.m.) 
was made (Rich Shamory), sec-
onded, and approved. 
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EARLY BIRD    

SPECIAL 

Register by January 31, 2010 

□ $295 for 2 people and 1 coach  

□ $235 for single and 1 coach 

□ $175 for each additional guest  

Register after February 1, 2010 

□ $315 for 2 people and 1 coach  

□ $255 for single and 1 coach 

□ $175 for each additional guest  

Mark appropriate box(es) 

Total Fee Included: 

$___________________ 

 

Make checks payable to  
FMCA CAT RV CLUB  
and mail to: 
 
Kathé Letulle 
P.O. Box 8761 
Hot Springs Village,  
AR 71910-8761 
 
e-mail  
treasurer.catrvclub@yahoo.com 
if you have a question 

* Early arrivals or units staying over 
must make reservations with Oasis 
RV Resort,  
2715 Arnot Rd,  
Amarillo, TX 79124 
Toll Free – (888) 789-9697 

REGISTRATION FORM 

“ROUND-UP IN AMARILLO” 

GET YOUR KICKS ON ROUTE 66 

Amarillo, Texas 

March 8 - 12, 2010 

Simply fill in the information below and mail along with your check to the address below. The cost includes 4 nights of 
camping, 4 breakfasts, pot luck dinner, 3 dinners, excellent entertainment, exploring and a wonderful experience for all 
attendees. If you have questions call one of our Rally Masters: Julie and Brent Lauderdale cell (580) 399-5931 

        Kathé and Derrel Letulle  cell (501) 984-3148 
  

Last Name____________________________________________  First Name____________________________________________ 

Last Name____________________________________________  First Name____________________________________________ 

Guest Name___________________________________________ 

Address__________________________________________________________________ FMCA #__________________________ 

City________________________________State__________________________________Zip___________________ 

Phone - Home___________________ Cell____________________________ E-mail______________________________________ 

Emergency Contact________________________________________  Phone_____________________________________ 

Coach Make__________________________  Model___________________  Engine Model____________  Length____  #Slides___ 

Handicapped    YES    NO  (Circle One) 

Arrival date*________________________  Departure date*___________________________ 

             Julie and Brent Lauderdale  Kathé and Derrel Letulle 

Your Rally Masters 
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“ROUND-UP RALLY IN AMARILLO” 

WHY YOU SHOULD ATTEND! 

Features 

♦Variety of socializing opportuni-
ties, with roundtable discussions, 
luncheons, dinner groups, and re-
ceptions. 

♦You’ll find knowledgeable Cat 
engine owners attending, sharing 
their latest knowledge and new 
ideas. 

♦A unique historic district and con-
ference experience - Amarillo fea-
tures some of the best preserved 
architecture on the old ‘Mother 
Road’ Route 66. 

Some Notable Sights 

♦Palo Duro Canyon - the second 
largest canyon in the U.S. 

♦Panhandle Plains Historic Mu-
seum. 

♦The famous Paramount Theater 
Neon, built in 1937. 

♦The world famous Cadillac 
Ranch. 

♦The Amarillo Museum of Art, 
Kwahadi Kiva Indian Museum and 
The Galleries at Sunset Center. 

♦The Amarillo Quarter Horse Hall 
of Fame and Museum. 

MONDAY – 3/8/2010 – Arrival Day 
Arrivals, setup, meet & greet old friends plus make new friends, relax 
2:00 - 5:00 P.M. Registration. Sign-up for: (1) SCA Testing; (2) Bean Bag  
     Toss; (3) Bean Bag Baseball; (4) Silent Auction items or- 
     ganized* 
5:30 - 6:00 P.M. Social Time 
6:00 - 7:00 P.M. POTLUCK – Bring heavy hors d’oeuvres to share plus your 
     own table setting (plates, silverware, etc.)  
7:00-10:00 P.M. DJ, visiting, dancing, music  
TUESDAY – 3/9/2010 – CAT Day (Wear your CAT shirt!) & Seminars 
(Silent Auction items set up for today only - be sure to bid for items!) 
8:00 - 9:30 A.M. Continental Breakfast 
9:30-10:00 A.M. Group Picture (wear CAT Shirts or a white shirt) 
10:00 -12/Noon Maintenance Seminar 
10:00 -12/Noon Ladies Craft 
Noon -1:30 P.M. SCA Testing – see sign-up sheet for time 
1:30 - 5:00 P.M. Games – Bean Bag Toss 
5:00 - 6:00 P.M. Social Hour, Raffle Sales 
(Last chance to bid for Silent Auction items!) 
6:00 - 7:00 P.M. Dinner BYOB 
7:00-10:00 P.M. Silent Auction Items Purchase Announced and Money  
     Collected 

   DJ – Dancing, Line Dancing, Karaoke, music 
WEDNESDAY – 3/10/2010 - Tour Area Sights 
8:00 - 9:30 A.M. Continental Breakfast 
9:30 - 5:00 P.M. Route 66 and Area Attractions 
5:00 - 6:00 P.M. Social Hour, Raffle Sales 
6:00 - 7:00 P.M. Dinner - BYOB  
7:00-10:00 P.M. Entertainment - Ed Montana 
THURSDAY– 3/11/2010 - Seminars and Games 
8:00 - 9:30 A.M. Continental Breakfast 
10:00-11:30 A.M. Photography 101 – Lee Zaborowski (Newsletter Editor) 
1:00-2:00 P.M.   Ladies Craft (Bring scissors, sharpened pencil, 12” ruler)  
2:00-5:00 P.M.   Games – Bean Bag Baseball   
5:00-6:00 P.M.   Social Hour, Raffle Sales 
6:00-7:00 P.M.   Dinner,  BYOB  
7:00-10:00 P.M. 50/50 raffle drawings, Awards 
     DJ – Dancing, Line Dancing, Karaoke 
FRIDAY – 3/12/2010   Departure Day 
8:00-9:30 A.M     Continental Breakfast 
9:30 A.M. -          Saying Good-byes 

* Silent Auction - Be sure to 
donate any item you do not 
need or use but in excellent 
condition. 
 
Reminder—The CAT RV 
CLUB FMCA Business Meet-
ing, FMCA Albuquerque, NM, 
on Tuesday, March 23, 2010 
around 5:00 P.M.    
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CAT RV CLUB NEWSLETTER 

 

Get the latest club news and updates on the Web: www.catrvclub.org 

CAT RV Club 
3590 Round Bottom Road 
Cincinnati, OH 45244-3026 
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Membership Renewal Time! 
Membership renewal of $15.00 annually is due November 1 of each year. The membership year runs through the follow-

ing October 31.  Be sure to renew your membership promptly. You may renew early and you may renew for more than one 
year with a single check. Any member whose dues remain unpaid for more than one (1) month after becoming due shall be 
considered delinquent; after six (6) months membership is cancelled. There is a $5.00 (five dollars) reinstatement fee. 

Your membership expires on the date noted just above your mailing label. To re-
new, make a check for the year(s) you wish to renew, payable to: FMCA CAT RV 
Club. Cut out the top of this page just above this box, correct any address changes on 
the mailing label and mail your check and the page top to the address at the right.  

 CAT RV Club 
 3590 Round Bottom Road 
 Cincinnati, OH 45244-3026 

Thanks to the CAT RV Centers!Thanks to the CAT RV Centers!   
Thanks to each of the CAT RV Centers for your support in 2009 and during 2010! Members, remember to thank CAT 

RV Center employees personally for their support when you visit for service or parts. It is their financial support that keeps 

Club Rally costs reasonable! 

CAT, CATERPILLAR, their respective logos, “Caterpillar Yellow” and the POWER EDGE trade dress, as well as corporate and product identity used herein, are trademarks of 

Caterpillar and may not be used without permission.  
Â©2008 Caterpillar  All Rights Reserved 


